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May 2, 2022  

 

The Honorable Gretchen Whitmer  

Governor, State of Michigan  

State Capitol  

Lansing, MI 48909 

 

Dear Governor Whitmer, 

 

Pursuant to Public Act 1 of 1968, on behalf of the Michigan Women’s Commission (MWC), I am pleased 

to submit to you the Commission’s 2021 Annual Report for the calendar year of January 1 – December 

31, 2021. 

 

Our initiatives were operationalized as follows: 

 

MWC Public Meetings: 

We held four quarterly public meetings of the Michigan Women’s Commission: 

 

1) January 26, 2021, virtual meeting pursuant to local emergency declaration. Shannon Garrett, 

MWC’s Chief Strategy Officer, presented a report from MWC’s Child Care Use During the 

Pandemic survey. Ruth Archer, Strategy Officer with the Bureau of Labor Market Information 

and Strategic Initiatives, Michigan Department of Management and Budget, presented a preview 

of the Michigan Women in the Workforce Report, to be released in March 2021. Dr. Betsey 

Stevenson, Professor of Economics and Public Policy at the Gerald R. Ford School of Public 

Policy, University of Michigan was guest speaker and shared her insight on the impact of the 

pandemic on women’s employment and projections for the future of women in the workforce. 

 

2) April 21, 2021, virtual meeting pursuant to local emergency declaration. Cheryl Bergman, 

MWC’s Chief Executive Officer, presented an update on MWC’s launch of the MI Tri-Share 

Child Care Pilot Project (Tri-Share). Marcus Keech, Legislative Director with the Office of State 

Representative Greg VanWoerkom, and Alexa Kramer, Director of Government Affairs with the 

Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce, presented the background and legislative context for 

Tri-Share. Bergman introduced the three inaugural Tri-Share facilitator hubs and representatives 

from each shared more about their programs. Michelle Richard, Senior Advisor with the Office of 

Governor Gretchen Whitmer, shared relevant summaries from the Governor’s FY22 Budget 

Recommendations and Michigan’s greater strategy around child care.  

 

3) August 18, 2021, in Bay Mills Indian Community, Brimley. Whitney Gravelle, MWC 

Commissioner and Bay Mills President, presented on the history and current status of the Bay 

Mills Indian Community and facilitated a conversation between MWC Commissioners and Bay 

Mills Council Members Rachel Burtt and Gail Glezen, including a discussion about the historic 

all-women Executive Council for the Bay Mills Indian Community (all-women council at the 

time of this meeting).  
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4) November 9, 2021, in Flint. Maryum Rasool and Linnell Jones-McKenney, both with the 

Sylvester Broome Empowerment Village (SBEV), shared the inspiration, mission, and current 

work of the SBEV and its role in empowering youth and supporting families. 

 

Minutes from the 2021 MWC public meetings can be found online at michigan.gov/mwc.  

 

Other Activities: 

 

MWC Committees 

MWC Commissioners continued to meet and explore opportunities under committees established in the 

2020 strategic planning process: Committee on Implicit Bias Awareness, Financial Freedom Committee, 

Unlocking Opportunities Committee, and Visible Authentic Leadership Committee. More information 

about the work of these committees can be found online at michigan.gov/mwc.  

 

MI Tri-Share Child Care Pilot Program 

MWC launched the MI Tri-Share Child Care Pilot Program (Tri-Share) on behalf of the State of 

Michigan. The first of its kind in the country, Tri-Share is an innovative approach to increasing access to 

high quality, affordable child care for working families, while also helping to retain talent and removing 

one major barrier to employment. Through Tri-Share, the cost of child care is shared equally by an 

eligible employee, their employer, and the State of Michigan, with coordination being provided regionally 

by a facilitator hub. In 2021, MWC developed and launched the pilot program, conducted a request for 

proposals and selected the inaugural three awardees in March, onboarded the inaugural regional facilitator 

hubs and refined the program’s guidelines and supports throughout the summer. With the passage of 

Michigan’s FY2022 budget in the fall of 2021, Tri-Share was awarded additional funding to continue and 

expand the pilot program. MWC conducted a second request for proposals in December, with the 

selection of facilitator hubs for the expansion in early 2022. Throughout 2021, MWC also developed a 

partnership with the W.K. Kellogg Foundation to supplement the state budget and bring an additional two 

regions into the pilot program. The Balmer Group also provided funding for two additional pilot reions in 

2021.  Additional details about Tri-Share, including participating employers and monthly status reports, 

are available at michigan.gov/tri-share.  

 

Fostering Access, Rights and Equity (FARE) Program 

In the Fall of 2021, the U.S. Department of Labor Women's Bureau awarded the Michigan Department of 

Labor and Economic Opportunity (LEO) a Fostering Access, Rights and Equity (FARE) Grant. The 

purpose of the FARE Grant is to help women workers who earn low wages understand and access their 

employment rights and eligible benefits. Housed within LEO, MWC is using this FARE Grant to connect 

Michigan women to eligible benefits under the American Rescue Plan, with an emphasis on accessing 

support for child care costs; free tuition opportunities to pursue certificates and degrees that lead to 

higher-paying jobs, like Michigan Reconnect; and resources for exercising workplace rights, such as 

protections against employment discrimination or enforcement of paid medical leave laws. MWC spent 

the remainder of 2021 developing plans, programming, and partnerships to launch the program in 2022. 

Additional details about the MI FARE Program are available at michigan.gov/fare.  

 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/mwc
http://www.michigan.gov/mwc
http://www.michigan.gov/tri-share
http://www.michigan.gov/fare
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Appointments to the Commission 

Governor Whitmer made four new appointments to MWC (Tamara Faber, of Dexter; Karin Hopman, of 

Rockford; Katie F. Horvath, of Traverse City; and Tracy Joshua, of Battle Creek), one re-appointment 

(Kelli L. Saunders, of Byron Center), and appointed Commissioner Sabala R. Mandava, of Bloomfield 

Hills, as Vice Chair of the Commission. Biographies for all MWC Commissioners is available online at 

michigan.gov/mwc/commissioners. 

 

21-Day Racial Equity Challenge Learning Cohorts: 

Launched in 2020, MWC continued to host our 21-Day Racial Equity Challenge Learning Cohorts 

throughout 2021. Nearly 100 women participated in MWC Cohorts in 2021. By enrolling in a MWC 

Cohort, participants receive a daily email from the Commission for 21 consecutive days. Each email 

contains a tool or resource to guide participant learning around racial equity. Participants also receive an 

invitation to participate in three facilitated live online reflection conversations with fellow cohort 

members. Additional information about MWC’s Learning Cohorts is available online at 

michigan.gov/mwc/21-day-racial-equity-challenge.  

 

MWC Intern Program:  

Building on our successful 2020 internship program, MWC partnered with our colleagues at the Michigan 

Community Service Commission to participate in the AmeriCorps VISTA program. MWC hosted four 

VISTA Summer Associates, as well as one year-long, full-time VISTA for FY22.  

 

Social Media:  

Find examples of our social media content on Facebook. Most content is also shared to MWC’s Twitter, 

Instagram and LinkedIn accounts. MWC also began a more strategic and intentional use of the 

Commission’s YouTube channel. 

 

MWC launched #MIWomenWednesday, a video campaign series to celebrate Michigan’s trail-blazers, 

ceiling-busters and ladder-builders. Find all of the videos on MWC’s YouTube channel in the 

#MIWomenWednesday playlist.  

 

MWC also launched #SelfCareSaturday, a social campaign to promote and prioritize wellness for women 

in Michigan.  

 

Finally, MWC repurposed recorded events from 2020 and 2021 in a #SummerSundayReplay series.  

 

MWC Events and Speaking Engagements:  

 

2-23-2021: Black HERstory Month: Representation Matters, a conversation with the MWC and Michigan 

Women Forward, featuring MWC Commissioner Faye Nelson, Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, Carla Walker 

Miller, Alexis Dishman, and Dr. Rashida Harrison. 

 

3-10-2021: International Women’s Day: #ChooseToChallenge, a conversation with Governor Gretchen 

Whitmer, Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson, Attorney General Dana Nessel, Chief Justice Bridget Mary 

https://www.michigan.gov/mwc/commissioners
https://www.michigan.gov/mwc/21-day-racial-equity-challenge
https://www.facebook.com/miwomenscommission
https://twitter.com/miwomenscomm
https://twitter.com/miwomenscomm
https://www.instagram.com/miwomenscomm/
https://www.instagram.com/miwomenscomm/
https://www.instagram.com/miwomenscomm/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/miwomenscommission
https://www.linkedin.com/company/miwomenscommission
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYPmW2fbuYsEFf0fVT33qpQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLCm2JYmrbQTe2TCPZZEmxV2CBrD_w89bt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nIAa0fjdt34
https://bit.ly/39bWWeq
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McCormack, MWC Chair Muna Jondy, and MWC Commissioner Charity Dean to celebrate International 

Women’s Day and Michigan’s historic female leadership. 

 

3-19-2021: Return to Child Care: What to Expect, a live Q&A with pediatricians and child care providers, 

moderated by MWC Commissioner Alisha Meneely, for parents to get the answers they need to feel 

confident returning children to child care. Hosted by the Michigan Women's Commission, Early 

Childhood Investment Corp, and Zero to Thrive Michigan Medicine. This webinar was a direct response 

to concerns raised by respondents in MWC’s “Survey of Child Care Use During the Pandemic” 

conducted in Fall 2020.  

 

3-24-2021: The Future Is Female: From a SHE-cession to a SHE-Surge, at this live virtual event 

moderated by MWC Commissioner Deidre Lambert Bounds, the Michigan Bureau of Labor Market 

Information and Strategic Initiatives unveiled “Women in the Michigan Workforce,” a report on the pay 

gap for Michigan women and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on Michigan women's employment. 

Following the report, Governor Gretchen Whitmer and Julie Chávez Rodriguez, Director of the White 

House Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, discussed initiatives to address pay equity and women's 

economic recovery at the state and federal levels. 

 

3-24-2021: MWC CEO Cheryl Bergman spoke on the “Misunderstood Panel” at Baker College. 

 

3-25-2021: MWC CEO Bergman and MWC CSO Shannon Garrett discussed the Commission’s 

initiatives on a virtual LEO Town Hall. 

 

3-25-2021: MWC Commissioner Deidre Lambert Bounds spoke at a Zonta Club of Pontiac-North 

Oakland virtual event. 

 

3-26-2021: MWC Commissioner Dr. Sabala Mandava, MWC CEO Cheryl Bergman and MI Director of 

Appointments Ghida Dagher discussed board and commission appointments at a Women Officials 

Network quarterly networking event.  

 

4-16-2021: MWC CEO Bergman participated in a virtual Workforce Advocacy Month Panel Discussion: 

Impact of the Pandemic on Child Care, hosted by the Michigan Works! Association.  

  

4-21-2021: MWC CEO Bergman participated in a virtual panel discussion hosted by the Capital Area 

Michigan Works! and FOX 47 News: Child Care and the Workforce. 

  

4-28-2021: MWC CEO Bergman participated in a Jewish Women’s Foundation of Metro Detroit listening 

session that asked: What are the needs of women in our community, and how have they been evolving 

during the pandemic? 

 

9-13-2021: MWC CEO Bergman and MWC Chair Muna Jondy participated in panels related to women in 

the workforce at the Michigan Works! Annual Conference.  

 

https://youtu.be/JGilqUkIoG8
https://www.michigan.gov/mwc/0,5828,7-334-70414-342725--,00.html
https://bit.ly/2PqYvhC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKkznf59Hy4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKkznf59Hy4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKkznf59Hy4
https://www.facebook.com/456584170436/videos/789250988396996
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9-28-2021: MWC and Michigan Afterschool Partnership hosted a virtual panel, “Roots & Wings: An 

honest conversation about the needs of women and children between 3-5pm each day.” Speakers included 

MWC Commissioner Danielle Atkinson from Mothering Justice, Lili Gloe from Michigan State 

University, and Erin Skene-Pratt from Michigan Afterschool Partnership, with moderation from MWC 

Vice Chair Dr. Sabala Mandava Rao.  

 

10-14-2021: MWC CSO Garrett moderated a Running for Office panel at Aquinas College. Panelists 

included Grand Rapids Mayor Rosalynn Bliss, Senator Winnie Brinks, Representative Rachel Hood, 

Grand Rapids City Commissioner Milinda Ysasi, and Grand Rapids Community College Trustee Brandy 

Lovelady Mitchell. 

 

10-21-2021: MWC CSO Garrett participated in a virtual panel at the Partners in Prevention 2021 

Conference, hosted by Resilience: Advocates for Ending Violence.  

  

11-08-2021: MWC CEO Bergman and MWC Program Analyst Courtney Louis discussed the MI Tri-

Share Child Care Pilot Program, as well as employer suggestions that came out of MWC’s work on how 

to support women in the workforce, at a virtual Women in the Michigan Workforce webinar is hosted by 

the Michigan Coalition Against Homelessness. 

  

A Sample of MWC Media Coverage:  

 

Mike Shirkey gets blasted by Michigan Women's Commission (freep.com) 

 

Opinion | Child care costs hobble Michigan families. Here’s one suggestion | Bridge Michigan 

 
Pilot program to address growing biz challenge: child care (mibiz.com) 

 

More Voters Want to See Women in Politics Address Sexism Head on. Experts Say that’s a Sign of 

Progress. 

 

Michigan's Female Leaders to Celebrate International Women's Day Virtually - Pride Source 

 

Kamala Harris image and message resonates with Michigan women (lansingstatejournal.com) (Authored 

by MWC Commissioner Geneva Williams) 

 

Letter: Race Shouldn’t Determine Women’s Pay (Co-authored by MWC Vice Chair Dr. Sabala Mandava 

and Ayesha Ghazi Edwin of the Michigan Asian Pacific American Affairs Commission)  

 

Michigan Women’s Commission releases pandemic child care survey results (candgnews.com) 

 

Child care to become more affordable through innovative, bipartisan cost-sharing program (wilx.com) 

 

Michigan launches child care pilot splitting cost between family, business and government - mlive.com 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5BIZw86Am4
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/2021/02/11/mike-shirkey-michigan-womens-commission/6723147002/
https://www.bridgemi.com/guest-commentary/opinion-child-care-costs-hobble-michigan-families-heres-one-suggestion
https://mibiz.com/sections/economic-development/pilot-program-to-address-growing-biz-challenge-child-care
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/03/more-voters-want-to-see-women-in-politics-address-sexism-head-on-experts-say-thats-a-sign-of-progress.html
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/03/more-voters-want-to-see-women-in-politics-address-sexism-head-on-experts-say-thats-a-sign-of-progress.html
https://pridesource.com/article/michigans-female-leaders-to-celebrate-international-womens-day-virtually/
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/opinion/contributors/viewpoints/2021/03/03/kamala-harris-image-and-message-resonates-michigan-women/6813314002/
https://www.detroitnews.com/restricted/?return=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.detroitnews.com%2Fstory%2Fopinion%2F2021%2F03%2F09%2Fletter-race-shouldnt-determine-womens-pay%2F4632925001%2F
https://www.candgnews.com/news/michigan-womens-commission-releases-pandemic-child-care-survey-results-120078
https://www.wilx.com/2021/03/18/child-care-to-become-more-affordable-through-innovative-bipartisan-cost-sharing-program/
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/03/michigan-launches-child-care-pilot-splitting-cost-between-family-business-and-government.html
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Wayne County creates resident-based commission to advocate for local women | News | 

thenewsherald.com 

 

WATCH: 'Presence is power': Governor Whitmer joins Equal Pay Day conversation 

 

Michigan women continue fight for equal pay 

 

Northern Michigan Joins Pilot Program to Help with Childcare Costs - 9 & 10 News (9and10news.com) 

 

Great Lakes Bay Region Awarded $300K child care grant 

 

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and other Michigan women leaders face culture of misogyny (19thnews.org) 

 

A new program is helping Great Lakes Bay Region families cover child-care expenses 

(secondwavemedia.com) 

  

Time for the Michigan Legislature to invest in child care providers (lansingstatejournal.com) (Co-

authored by MWC Commissioners Charity Dean and Misti Rice)  

 

Opinion: Parents, employers and Michigan split cost of child care? You bet! | Bridge Michigan  (Co-

authored by MWC CEO Bergman and Rep. Greg VanWoerkom)  

 

A lack of affordable child care is keeping some Michigan parents out of the workforce, a pilot program 

aims to fix that - mlive.com 

 

Gratiot-Isabella RESD first in region to split employee child care costs through new state program 

(secondwavemedia.com) 

 
Pilot program cuts down child care bills for some Michigan families (abc12.com) 

 

Gov. Whitmer Secures Grants to Empower Women | Dearborn.org 

  

As child care crisis escalates, new state program with pilot in Battle Creek may offer a solution 

 

Aquinas College to Host a Women Running for Office Panel 

 

Latinas can’t wait the 200 years it will take to close the wage gap (Co-authored by MWC Commissioner 

JoAnn Chavez and Monica Reyes of the Hispanic/Latino Commission of Michigan) 

 

$2.5M Tri-Share Child Care Investment Brings Expansion Opportunities 

 

Program to help workers afford child care coming to the lakeshore | wzzm13.com 

 

 

https://www.thenewsherald.com/news/wayne-county-creates-resident-based-commission-to-advocate-for-local-women/article_0d6aebd0-8833-11eb-bec6-1bfb715ae36c.html
https://www.thenewsherald.com/news/wayne-county-creates-resident-based-commission-to-advocate-for-local-women/article_0d6aebd0-8833-11eb-bec6-1bfb715ae36c.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fox17online.com%2Fnews%2Flocal-news%2Fmichigan%2Fwatch-presence-is-power-governor-whitmer-joins-equal-pay-day-conversation&data=04%7C01%7Cgarretts5%40michigan.gov%7C57a70dfc30db49f6008a08d8ef8fe531%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637522748602266761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JD5V24br%2BkRsEc%2BULrnulXZmtP2lV3fR4JweEa0F%2FDM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wzzm13.com%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Fstate%2Fmichigan-women-continue-fight-for-equal-pay%2F69-078f6657-1cf1-461d-955c-b35d86af10fe&data=04%7C01%7Cgarretts5%40michigan.gov%7C57a70dfc30db49f6008a08d8ef8fe531%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637522748602266761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=QUMAn7BwNCh5J3W%2Bypdqq%2FHLAvo5kSFKWXILYnuYX94%3D&reserved=0
https://www.9and10news.com/2021/03/25/northern-michigan-joins-pilot-program-to-help-with-childcare-costs/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ourmidland.com%2Fnews%2Farticle%2FGreat-Lakes-Bay-Region-Awarded-300K-child-care-16049161.php&data=04%7C01%7Cgarretts5%40michigan.gov%7C57a70dfc30db49f6008a08d8ef8fe531%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637522748602256806%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bbBKjMaxkzXt35c4ai679zjLOyh%2F%2BmKdRlqDyY8ystU%3D&reserved=0
https://19thnews.org/2021/04/michigan-women-whitmer/
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/baycity/features/new-program-helping-glbr-families-cover-child-care-expenses.aspx
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/baycity/features/new-program-helping-glbr-families-cover-child-care-expenses.aspx
https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/opinion/contributors/viewpoints/2021/06/04/time-michigan-legislature-invest-child-care-providers/5163942001/
https://www.bridgemi.com/guest-commentary/opinion-parents-employers-and-michigan-split-cost-child-care-you-bet
https://www.mlive.com/news/saginaw-bay-city/2021/08/a-lack-of-affordable-child-care-is-keeping-some-michigan-parents-out-of-the-workforce-a-pilot-program-aims-to-fix-that.html?fbclid=IwAR3D_Yw884_U6C8R7TOJC7IaVEg2pMepFCXzO6U8LuVstX_l2kCRJJW9_g0
https://www.mlive.com/news/saginaw-bay-city/2021/08/a-lack-of-affordable-child-care-is-keeping-some-michigan-parents-out-of-the-workforce-a-pilot-program-aims-to-fix-that.html?fbclid=IwAR3D_Yw884_U6C8R7TOJC7IaVEg2pMepFCXzO6U8LuVstX_l2kCRJJW9_g0
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/epicenter/features/MI-Tri-Share-Child-Care.aspx
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/epicenter/features/MI-Tri-Share-Child-Care.aspx
https://www.abc12.com/2021/09/16/pilot-program-cuts-down-child-care-bills-some-michigan-families/
https://dearborn.org/535246/gov-whitmer-secures-grants-to-empower-women/
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/southwest-michigan/features/As-child-care-crisis-escalates-new-state-program-with-pilot-in-Battle-Creek-may-offer-a-101421.aspx
https://www.woodtv.com/community/partners/aquinas-college/aquinas-college-to-host-a-women-running-for-office-panel/
https://www.freep.com/story/opinion/contributors/2021/10/21/latina-women-wage-gap-equal-pay-latina-equal-pay-day/6109317001/
https://www.michigan.gov/mwc/0,5828,7-334-70413-571819--,00.html
https://www.wzzm13.com/article/news/program-to-help-workers-afford-child-care-coming-to-the-lakeshore/69-bd8b11f1-b56e-4e7e-bd64-a16443da19d3
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Sincerely, 

 
Cheryl Bergman 

CEO, Michigan Women’s Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.michigan.gov/mwc 

 

http://www.michigan.gov/mwc

